
 

English Curriculum for Year 1 2020-21 

Topic Who Do you think You 
Are?  

(Local History Focus) 

To the moon and back! 
(Moon landings focus) 

Flavours of the World 
(Other countries focus) 

Ice Spy! 
(The Titanic focus) 

Down Under 
(Australia focus) 

Mermaid and Pirates 
(Seaside focus) 

 Autumn 1  
(2 days + 7 weeks)  

Autumn 2 
(7 weeks) 

Spring 1 
(7 weeks) 

Spring 2 
(6 weeks) 

Summer 1 
(5 weeks) 

Summer 2 
(6 weeks + 3 days) 

Class Novel 
and 

additional 
texts 

Books by David McKee and 
Claire Freedman 

Books by Oliver Jeffers 
 

Bob the Man on the Moon  
 Simon Bartrum 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 
Oliver Jeffers  

Books by Jill Murphy Books by Roald Dahl Spirulina and the Pirates 
by Kelly McKain 

 
The Pirates Next Door 

by Jonny Duddles 

Purpose Writing to Entertain 
Narrative  

 
Writing to Inform 

Writing about William 
MacGregor 

Poetry about things we like 

Writing to Entertain 
Narrative 

 
Writing to Inform 

Fact file on Neil Armstrong 
Chronological report – Trip to the 

Space Centre 

Writing to Entertain 
Narrative 

 
 

Writing to explain 
Recipes and instructions 

Writing to inform 
Historical information about 

the Titanic 

 
Writing to Entertain 

Narrative 

Writing to Entertain 
Narrative 

 
 

Writing to Inform 
Information text about a 

physical feature in Australia 
 

 

Writing to Entertain 
Narrative 

 
 

Writing to persuade 
Spirulina and the Pirates/ The 

Pirates next door 

 

Focus 
 
 
 

 
1 week 

 
Sentences All about Me 

1 week 
 

Argh Spider(TWS)  
2 weeks 

 
Poetry 
1 week 

 
William MacGregor – 

Information 
2 Weeks 

Bob the Man on the Moon 
1 week 

 
Neil Armstrong (Non-chronological 

report)  
2 weeks 

 
The Way back home (TWS) 

Narrative 
2 weeks 

Chronological report about trip to 
the Space Centre 

1 week 
 

Meerkat’ Christmas  by Emily 
Gravett 
1 week 

 
Flat Stanley – Character 

descriptions, News reports,  
3 Weeks 

 
Instructional text 

Writing instructions and recipes 
2 weeks 

 
 

Poetry about food 
1 week 

 

On the Way Home by Jill 
Murphy 
1 week 

 
Ice Planet (TWS) Non-fiction 

3 Weeks 
 

The Titanic non- fiction 
1 Week 

Wombat Stew 
By Marcia Vaughn 

1 week 
The Koala who Could by Rachel 

Bright 
1 week 

 
Wombat goes Walkabout (TWS) 

Narrative 
3 weeks 

 
Book Review 

1 week 
 

Sayeeda, the Pirate Princess – 
Pie Corbett Talk for Writing 

2 weeks 
 

Persuasive writing, letters from 
Spirulina or the residents in the 

Pirates next door 
1 week 

 
 

Song of  sea by Tomm Moore 
(animated film) (TWS) 

 Narrative 
3 Weeks 

 
 

Text 
Features 

Begin to use paragraphs to group related material 
 

Use simple organisational devices 
 

Create descriptions 
 

Mixture of sentences 
Grammar 

and 

Adverbs 
 

Conjunctions 
 

Adverbs 
 

Prepositions 
 

Adverbs 
 

Present perfect verb form 
 

Adverbs 
 

Conjunctions 
 

Adverbs 
 

Prepositions  
 

Adverbs 
 

Perfect verb form 
 



Punctuation 
links 

Inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech 

 
Use of the forms ‘as and ‘an’ 

Conjunctions 
  

Headings and sub-headings to aid 
presentation 

 
Present perfect verb form 

 
Use of the forms ‘a’ and ‘an’ 

Inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech 

 
Conjunctions 

 
Prepositions 

Inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech 

 
Headings and sub-headings to 

aid presentation 
 

Prepositions 

Inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech 

 
Conjunctions 

 
Present Perfect verb form 

Inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech 
 
Prepositions  
 
Use the forms of ‘a’ and ‘an’ 

Whole 
School Text 
1 week 

Whole School Text 
linked to Black History 

Month 

  Science Week – whole 
school focus 

  

Terminology - Preposition, conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, inverted commas, consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter 


